
FOLD

• W
hat does this story teach m

e about G
od 

or the gospel?
• W

hat does this story teach m
e about m

yself?
• Are there any com

m
ands in this story to obey? 

H
ow are they for G

od’s glory and m
y good?

• Are there any prom
ises in this story to rem

em
ber? H

ow 
do they help m

e trust and love G
od?

• H
ow does this story help m

e to live on m
ission better?
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•  W
hy did the Israelites disobey G

od? (See Judges 2:10.)
•  W

ill we ever stop sinning? (See Rom
ans 7:20-25.)

•  H
ow can your fam

ily rem
em

ber G
od?
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Joshua had died. W
ithout a strong leader, the Israelites disobeyed G

od and 
worshiped false gods. They ignored and forgot about the one true G

od. G
od let an 

enem
y king take over the Israelites.

Then the Israelites rem
em

bered how good they had 
it when they loved and obeyed G

od. They cried 
out, “Save us!” G

od raised up O
thniel to rule 

over them
 as the first judge. O

thniel led the 
Israelites, and the land was peaceful for 40 
years. Then O

thniel died.
Again, Israel ignored G

od and 
forgot H

im
. G

od let the king of 
M

oab attack the Israelites and 
defeat them

. The Israelites 
rem

em
bered how good they had 

it when they loved and obeyed 
G

od. They cried out, “Save us!” 
So G

od raised up Ehud.
The Israelites sent Ehud to 

the king of M
oab. Ehud hid a 

double-edged sword under his 
clothes. W

hen the king stood up, 
Ehud pulled out his sword. H

e 
pushed it into the king’s belly. 

Ehud escaped down the porch, 
locking the doors of the room

 behind 
him

. Ehud blew a ram
’s horn and becam

e 
the Israelites’ leader. There was peace in the 
land for 80 years.

W
hen Ehud died, the Israelites ignored and 

forgot G
od again. They turned away from

 H
im

. W
hen they 

rem
em

bered how good they had it when the loved and obeyed G
od, they 

cried out to H
im

, “Save us!” G
od sent a third judge, Sham

gar, to save them
.

Christ Connection: The judges saved the people from
 the consequences of their sin, 

but not the cause of it. G
od’s plan was to one day send a true D

eliverer—
Jesus, H

is 
own Son—

to be the King of H
is people. Jesus saves people from

 sin forever.

Isra
el’s U

n
fa

ith
fu

ln
ess

J
udges 1–3

19



turning aw
ay from

 sin and turning to Jesus

W
ord R

eveal
C

olor in the squares that contain a circle to discover the w
ord that m

eans “not keeping your prom
ises or rem

aining loyal.”

The C
ycle of the Judges

Fill in the m
issing letters for the cycle of judges.

Unscram
ble those letters to fill in the blanks for the definition below

.

The Israelites ignored G
od and forgot about H

im
.

G
od allow

ed Israel’s enem
ies to defeat them

.

The Israelites rem
em

ber how
 good they had it w

hen they 
loved and obey G

od. They cried out to H
im

, “Save us!”

G
od raised up a judge to rule over and rescue H

is people.

The Israelites experienced a tim
e of peace.
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FOLD

• W
hat does this story teach m

e about G
od 

or the gospel?
• W

hat does this story teach m
e about m

yself?
• Are there any com

m
ands in this story to obey? 

H
ow are they for G

od’s glory and m
y good?

• Are there any prom
ises in this story to rem

em
ber? H

ow 
do they help m

e trust and love G
od?

• H
ow does this story help m

e to live on m
ission better?
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•   W
hat does it m

ean to give glory to G
od? (to acknowledge H

is 
greatness and to honor H

im
)

•   W
hat happens when people reject G

od and live however they 
want?

•  H
ow can people work together to honor G

od?
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Ehud and Sham
gar had been judges over Israel. After they died, the Israelites 

ignored G
od and forgot about H

im
. So G

od allowed the king of 
C

anaan to overtake them
. The com

m
ander of the king’s 

arm
y was nam

ed Sisera. G
od’s people rem

em
bered 

how good life was when they loved and obeyed 
G

od. They cried out to G
od, “Save us!”

D
eborah was the judge over Israel. 

D
eborah gave Barak a m

essage. G
od said 

to gather an arm
y. G

od would help 
Barak defeat Sisera.

D
eborah, Barak, and the arm

y 
went to M

ount Tabor. Sisera took 
his chariots and his arm

y to fight 
against Israel. Barak and his arm

y 
m

oved down the m
ountain toward 

Sisera and his arm
y. N

one of them
 

survived except Sisera. H
e had 

escaped!
Sisera ran to the tent of Jael. Jael 

gave Sisera som
e m

ilk to drink and 
covered him

 with a rug. Jael took a 
tent peg and a ham

m
er, and used them

 
to kill Sisera while he slept.

Barak cam
e, looking for Sisera. Barak 

went into Jael’s tent and saw Sisera lying dead.
That day, G

od allowed the Israelites to defeat 
the C

anaanites. D
eborah and Barak sang a victory 

song. The land was peaceful for 40 m
ore years.

Christ Connection: G
od does what is for H

is glory and our good. (Psalm
 115:3; 

Rom
ans 8:28) G

od fought for the Israelites and used D
eborah, Barak, and Jael to 

defeat Canaan. In a sim
ilar way, G

od uses people and events to not only save us from
 

our enem
ies, but to teach us about our ultim

ate good: salvation through H
is Son, Jesus 

Christ.
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A
C
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S
S

1. the king w
ho overtook Israel

3. a w
om

an w
ho spoke for G

od
7. place the Israelite arm

y m
et

8. Jabin w
as king of this land

9. D
eborah and B

arak sang _____ to G
od after the battle.

D
O

W
N

1. defeated Sisera
2. judged Israel w

hile sitting under a palm
 tree

4
. the leader of Jabin’s arm

y
5. a leader of Israel w

ho helped deliver G
od’s people

6. leader of Israelite arm
y

D
eborah &

 B
arak P

uzzle
Fill in the em

pty squares so that each picture appears exactly once in each row
, colum

n, and 2-by-2 box.

C
onfusion C

rossw
ord

Use the clues to com
plete the crossw

ord. If you need help, look at Judges 4
–5.

W
ords: B

arak, C
anaan, D

eborah, Jabin, Jael, judge, M
ount Tabor, praises,

prophetess, Sisera
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FOLD

• W
hat does this story teach m

e about G
od 

or the gospel?
• W

hat does this story teach m
e about m

yself?
• Are there any com

m
ands in this story to obey? 

H
ow are they for G

od’s glory and m
y good?

• Are there any prom
ises in this story to rem

em
ber? H

ow 
do they help m

e trust and love G
od?

• H
ow does this story help m

e to live on m
ission better?
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•   W
hat excuses m

ight you m
ake about why you are unable to 

follow G
od’s plan for your life?

•   W
hat does the Bible say about G

od’s plan for us? (Phil. 2:13; 
Acts 1:8)

•  H
ow m

ight G
od use your fam

ily for H
is glory?
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The Israelites once again did not obey G
od, so G

od allowed them
 to be ruled 

by their enem
ies. They rem

em
bered how good life was when they loved and 

obeyed G
od. They cried out, “Save us!”

The angel of the L appeared to a m
an nam

ed 
G

ideon and said, “The L is with you, m
ighty 

warrior!” The L had chosen G
ideon to 

deliver the Israelites from
 the power of their 

enem
y.

W
hen the tim

e cam
e to go to battle, 

an arm
y of m

en gathered behind 
G

ideon, ready to fight.
G

od told G
ideon that he 

had too m
any people with him

. 
G

ideon sent hom
e everyone who 

was afraid to fight. Ten thousand 
m

en rem
ained. “That’s still too 

m
any,” G

od said. G
od m

ade a 
test for the people. All of them

 
were to go to the river to drink 
the water. Anyone who knelt to 
drink water was sent hom

e, but 
whoever lapped the water with his 
hand to his m

outh stayed. Three 
hundred m

en rem
ained.

That night, Israel’s arm
y ran toward 

the cam
p of M

idianites. G
ideon and his 

arm
y chased the M

idianites, and they ran away. 
G

od gave Israel the victory. 

Christ Connection: The Israelites cried out to G
od because they 

knew they could not save them
selves. Even G

ideon was not enough to save them
; G

od 
used G

ideon to help H
is people, but G

od fought the battle for them
. The people needed 

som
eone who was m

ighty to save. Jesus Christ cam
e to save us from

 sin because we 
cannot save ourselves. O

nly G
od, through Christ, can save us.
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G
ideon G

rab
The nam

e G
ID

EO
N

 is hidden in the w
ord search 14

 tim
es. 

C
an you find them

 all?

W
hat’s R

ight?
M

ark w
hether each statem

ent is true or false. 
C

om
pare answ

ers w
ith a partner. Then look up 

each reference in the B
ible to check your answ

ers.

1.  G
od’s people w

ere being ruled 
over by their enem

ies, the 
M

idianites. (Judges 6:1)

2.  The Israelites cried out to G
od, 

“G
o aw

ay!” (Judges 6:7)

3.  An angel appeared to G
ideon and 

said, “M
oses is w

ith you, valiant 
w

arrior!” (Judges 6:12)

4
.  G

ideon put fleece on the ground 
because he w

anted a sign from
 

G
od. (Judges 6:37)

5.  G
od reduced the size of G

ideon’s 
arm

y to 3,000 m
en. (Judges 7:8)

6.  G
ideon and his arm

y chased the 
M

idianites, and the M
idianites 

attacked Israel. (Judges 7:21)

7.  The Israelites w
anted G

ideon to 
be their king. (Judges 8:22)

8.  After G
ideon died, the Israelites 

rem
em

bered G
od and obeyed H

im
. 

(Judges 8:34
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FOLD

• W
hat does this story teach m

e about G
od 

or the gospel?
• W

hat does this story teach m
e about m

yself?
• Are there any com

m
ands in this story to obey? 

H
ow are they for G

od’s glory and m
y good?

• Are there any prom
ises in this story to rem

em
ber? H

ow 
do they help m

e trust and love G
od?

• H
ow does this story help m

e to live on m
ission better?
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•   Share an area in which you are weak and need to depend on 
G

od to help you. Ask other fam
ily m

em
bers to share too.

•  Tell about a tim
e your actions im

pacted others for good or bad.
•   Talk about a tim

e you disobeyed. W
hat were the 

consequences?
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The Israelites disobeyed G
od, so G

od let the Philistines rule over them
. G

od 
chose Sam

son to save the Israelites from
 the Philistines. G

od m
ade Sam

son strong. 
W

hen Sam
son grew up, Sam

son killed a lion. Later, som
e bees 

had m
ade honey in the lion’s body. Philistine m

en cam
e 

to Sam
son’s wedding. Sam

son told them
 a riddle: 

“O
ut of the eater cam

e som
ething to eat, and 

out of the strong cam
e som

ething sweet.”
The riddle was about the lion and the 

honey, but the m
en could not figure it 

out. They asked Sam
son’s bride for 

help. She told the m
en the answer. 

Sam
son was angry and he left.

Later, Sam
son fell in love with 

D
elilah. The Philistines gave her 

m
oney to find out why Sam

son 
was so strong. Sam

son told 
D

elilah the truth: “If you cut m
y 

hair, I will not have m
y strength.” 

So when Sam
son was sleeping, a 

Philistine m
an cut his hair. D

elilah 
shouted, “Sam

son! W
ake up! The 

Philistines are here to kill you!” 
Sam

son wasn’t strong anym
ore. The 

Philistines took him
 away in chains.

O
ne day, the Philistines m

ade Sam
son 

stand between two pillars in their tem
ple. Sam

son 
cried out to G

od, “Lord, strengthen m
e once m

ore.” So 
G

od strengthened Sam
son. Sam

son pushed on the pillars and 
collapsed the tem

ple. Sam
son and everyone in the tem

ple died, but Sam
son had 

saved the Israelites from
 the Philistines.

Christ Connection: Sam
son’s sin led to his own death, but G

od used his death to 
save the Israelites from

 their enem
ies. Sam

son’s story rem
inds us of Jesus. Jesus never 

sinned, but G
od sent H

im
 to die on the cross and rise again to rescue people from

 sin 
and give them

 eternal life.
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W
hat has a face and tw

o hands but no arm
s or legs? 

________________________________

W
hat has a thum

b and four fingers but is not alive? 

________________________________

W
hat has to be broken before you can use it?

 ________________________________

W
hat has a neck but no head? 

________________________________

W
hat gets w

etter the m
ore it dries?

 ________________________________

W
hat goes up and doesn’t com

e back dow
n?

 ________________________________

W
hat belongs to you but is used m

ore by others?  

________________________________

Everyone has it and no one can lose it. W
hat is it? 

________________________________

W
ho’s W

ho? M
aze

Look up each B
ible reference. C

onnect the description w
ith m

atching nam
e.

Tip: Use a different colored pencil for each path.
R

iddle Tim
e

C
an you answ

er these riddles?
W

rite the answ
ers in the spaces provided.
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